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Water at Yalata, 2009, 93 x 44cm ochres on bark #3589Y

MULKUN WIRRPANDA & BARRUPU YUNUPINGU
HOMELANDS
3 DECEMBER 2009 - 30 JANUARY 2010
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Buku-Larrnggay Mulka Art Centre & Museum
www.yirrkala.com

This is one of Australia's premier art centres known for

its integrity and dynamism. It is located in the Aboriginal
community ofYirkalla in northeastern Arnhem Land and
services twenty-five homeland centres.The renowned artist
Djambawa Marawili (Sydney Biennale 2006 and Moscow
Biennial 2009) chairs the Centre.

Northern Territory Intervention

The ‘national emergency’ and moral panic has dragged on
with the media and public losing interest. The Government

is quietly altering the discourse and the Intervention is now
called Closing the Gap Northern Territory. The findings in the
latest Government progress report on the Northern Territory
Emergency Response Intervention are damning of its effective-
ness. Professor Jon Altman from the Australian National
University calls the findings “extremely disappointing”. The
Report shows that violence is up, malnutrition is up and
truancy is up.

Altman asks can statistical goals, even if endorsed by COAG,
ensure outcomes if not negotiated with the purported
subjects? The Productivity Commission raised this question
as COAG was signing off on the National Indigenous Reform
Agreement (Closing the Gap).The Agreement locks in an
approach agreed by the Commonwealth and States and
Territories for the next decade, unfortunately decided during
an interregnum when there is no national Indigenous
representative organisation with whom to negotiate.

The Rudd Government should seriously consider the
Productivity Commission’s advice on what works:
partnerships, bottom up rather than top down approaches,
good governance — including by governments — and sustained
support on an equitable needs basis.

Northern Territory Intervention
ANTaR www.antar.org.au

Jon Altman, Crikey, 9 November 2009.The Report was posted
by Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs on 22 October 2009. See www.fahcsia.gov.au
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HOMELANDS

MULKUN WIRRPANDA: Water & Honey
BARRUPU YUNUPINGU: Fire

CURATED BY ANDREW BLAKE
with Buku-Larrnggay Mulka Art Centre

EXHIBITION: 3 DECEMBER - 30 JANUARY 2010
January viewing by appointment

THE CROSS ART PROJECTS

8 LLANKELLY PLACE KINGS CROSS NSW 2010 AUSTRALIA
T 61 293572058 « WED-SAT 11-6 * wwwcrossart.com.au
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Gurtha, 2009, 80 x 34cm ochres on bark #

3382N




